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ABSTRACT

Three new species of Philonthus furvus species group with orange elytra are described: P. rufotibialis sp. nov. from Chiapas
(Mexico) and San Marcos (Guatemala); P. pollens sp. nov. from Morelos (Mexico) and P. navarretei sp. nov. from Oaxaca (Mexico).
Diagnostic features, new state and locality records for P. hoegei, P. testaceipennis and P. yaqui are included. Also, a key to identify
the six species recorded from Mexico and the species shared with Guatemala is presented, with some schemes of the most important

structures.

INTRODUCTION

Three species of Philonthus furvus species
group with red elytra, or with orange elytra as
will be considered in this work, are recorded from
Mexico. This species are P. hoegei Sharp, 1885,

P. testaceipennis Erichson, 1840 and P. yaqui
Navarrete-Heredia, 2003; whereas none of them or
someone of this species group with orange elytra
has been recorded for Guatemala (Sharp 1885,
Smetana 1991, Herman 2001).

In spite of the existence of several
works including these species (Sharp 1885,
Santiago Jiménez 1999, Asiain 2002, Navarrete-
Heredia et al. 2002, Navarrete-Heredia 2003,
Mirquez 2004, 2006), their distinction has been
difficult, mainly in the females, due to their great
morphological similarity. In addition, P. hoegei and
P. testaceipennis has been collected together (e. g.
in several localities from Hidalgo, Mexico).

The observation of the characters given for
Navarrete-Heredia (2003) and previous authors,
and the search of additional structures to distinguish
specimens of P. hoegei from P. testaceipennis, both
males and females, led us to check specimens of
several states of Mexico, and some specimens of
Guatemala. This drove us to consult type material
of P. yaqui, and to request loan of specimens of
the principal collections with staphylinids from
Guatemala and Mexico. The analysis of the
specimens results in the discovery of three new

species, the recognition of useful characters to the
identification of the males and females of the new
and previously known species, and additional data
of geographical distribution of two known species.
The objectives of this work are to describe
three new species of Philonthus furvus species
group with orange elytra from Mexico and
Guatemala; to include taxonomical comments and
additional data of geographical distribution for
P. hoegei and P. testaceipennis; and to give a key
for the identification of the six species, with some
schemes of the most important structures.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

Specimens studied proceed of the following
Mexican collections: CC-UAEH, Coleccién de
Coleoptera, Universidad Auténoma del Estado de
Hidalgo, Pachuca, México (J. Méarquez); CNIN,
Coleccién Nacional de Insectos, Instituto de
Biologia, UNAM, México, D F. (S. Zaragoza);
CZUG, Coleccion Entomoldgica, Centro de
Estudios en Zoologia, Universidad de Guadalajara,
Zapopan, Jalisco (J. L. Navarrete-Heredia); [EXA,
Coleccion Entomolégica, Instituto de Ecologia,
A.C., Xalapa, México (M. A. Moré6n); MZFC,
Coleccion de Coleoptera, Museo de Zoologia
“Alfonso L. Herrera”, Facultad de Ciencias,
UNAM, México, D.F. (J. J. Morrone). Some
specimens were deposited in the ZMUC, University
of Copenhagen Zoological Museum / Natural
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